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j^./  The  list  of  c onMod i t ie s  covered  in  the  nonthly  survey  on  the 

adequacy  of  food  supplies  has  been  shortened  considerably.     Instead  of 
102  coirc-.iodities ,  only  57  items  are  now  included  within  the  scope  of  the 
survey.    All  najor  foods  are  still  surveyed,  however;  the  list  of  Hiems 
-.vas  cut  do\vn  cldefly  by  eliminating:  some  lesser  canned  foods,  all 
spreac's  and  baby  foods, -and  some  unrationed  items  for  which  distribution 
problems  are  not  expected  to  arise,  and  also  by  simplifying  the  break- 
dov/n  of  aeats  by  cuts.    On  the  other  hand,  the  list  of  frozen  foods 
covered  by  the  survey  has  been  expanded  because  of  the  interest  of  the 
trade  and  Government  arencies  in  this  nev/ly  developing  field. 

The  208  reports  as  s-ammari2:ed  in  this  analysis  are  based  on  infor- 
mation gathered  by  field  representatives  during  the  first  v/eek  of 
December  at  meetiiigs  of  food  advisor3'-  coimittees  and  by  direct  contacts 
with  the  food  trace.    Tiie  reports  v;ere  distributed  among  the  five 
regions  as  follows:    Hortheast  3^*  i.iidwest  63,  South  1^7,  South.vest  35, 
and  -'est  33* 

The  analysis  as  in  tlie  past,  is  divided  into  three  parts.     Part  I 
gives  a  narrative  suii.marj''  of  the  ivionth's  developments,     ^art  II  gives 
percentage  figures  for  each  region,  dividing  commodities  into  three 
groups:    generally  scarce,  generally'-  adequate,  and  unbalanced.  It 
must  be  remembered  ti'.at  these  precentages  are  based,  ci  tlie  number  of 
areas  reporting  the  situation  rather  than  on  quant itatiiae  measures. 
Furthermore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal  weigiix,  j.n  computing  the 
regional  and  U,  S.  totals.    Thus  shortage  situations  or  differences 
between  regions  may  be  exaggerated.     Part  III  shovis  the  food  situation 
in  30  selected  localities, 

Yfith  a  view  to  simplification,  the  categories  of  adequacy  of 
supplies  used  in  this  survey  h^.ve  been  reduced  from  four  to  three,  and 
new  definitions  dravm  up  for  these  tlii*ee  to  adapt  the  survey  to  post- 
war conditions  v.ithout  rationing.    The  three  categories  are  defined  as 
f  ollcvs : 

Scarce:    Supply  is  less  than  tl-ir ee-quarters  of  current  demand. 

Adequate:    Supply  more  than  three-quarters  of  current  demand  bub 
not  sufficiently  in  excess  of  such  demiand  to  cause 
excessive  inventories. 

Surplus? 

i 


Able  to  obtain  supplies  m  quantities  greater  than 
demand,     -J-nventories  hoavy  and  rapidly  becomdng  ex- 
cessive in  vie^,7  of  current  level  of  demsaid. 


cufiPF^r  sr. 
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FP.UITS  VEG2TABL53 
 i^t—   : 

Canned  Fruits  ;    The  movement  into  rhe  marl'et  of  the  ne-//  pacl.  of  the 
four  :.':gor  canned  fruits  continued  to  he  slo-;,  .with  cvailaole  supplies 
cons  id  cr  cilily  siaallrr  than  consurrier  denanc  in  early  i^oceraber.  Peaches 
Y/ere  raore  readil.y  av^.ilahle  th-.n  frv.it  ooc]ctail,  pears,  or  pineapple, 
^he  last  tvjo  items  were-  in  .short  supnly  in  practically  all  areas 
throu);^hout  the  countrj^'i-  ■ 

Canned  JnicGs  :    Supplies  of  rrrapefruit  and  tomato  juices  were  reported 
i'ulJ^-  ad  equate^  to  p-oct  deriands  in  early  I^ccornber.    As  compared  ."v  it  h  the 
previous  riionth,  p-rapefruit  juice  --vas  in  better  supply,  tomato  juice  in 
slifi:rtly  shorter  supply-,     xhere  v;as  no  miaterial  chanii^e  in  the  situation 
for  pineapple  iv.icc',  "'hicl)  continued  scarce  everyivhere.  '  Qranre  juice 
and  apple  juice,  ■'rhicii  continued  scarce  evcryvhere.     Oranre  juice  and 
biGnded  oranre-f rapef ruit  juices,  v.'hich  v'erc  included  in  this  survey 
for  the  first  time  this- month,  -"..'ere  in  over-all  plentiful  supply,  v;ith 
the  former  repo-:'ted  scarce  in  a  sj.irhtly  smiall^r  proportion  of  areas 
than  the  latt.er,  -  .  . 

'Can'iied  '/er^etables  :    Snan  beans,  corn  and  peas  v/ere  reported  in  abundc.nt 
"s'u "o"p .ily"'  in" o s t  ta- e a s  in  all  re'-'ion-^,  rdth  all  but  peas  registering  an 
improvem.ent  ■  since  ear ly  V'ovember.     Ca-'  ned  tomatoes  continued  in  short 
supply,  tv/o  thirds  of  creas  unable  to  m.cet  dem^n.ds,  the  samiO  general 
situation  that  li^^s  prevailed  for  \;bc  nast  si::  months. 

Frozen  Foods:    Frozen  apricots,  peaches  and  strav/beri-i  es  ,  all  surveyed 
this  "inonth  for  the  first  ti'-ie,  were  reported  generally  scarce,  Strair- 
berr'ie.'^:  vrcre  the.  least  plentiful  of  these  in  relation  to  current  demiand. 
In  the  frozen  vegeteible  .rroup,  liriO.  beans  ■■lere  still  in  generally  short 
Eunply  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  while  stoc]:s  of  peas,  spinach, 
snap -be:  US  and  cut  corn  were  at  a  more  srtisfactory  level,  fenerally, 
althougb  tiistribu.tiOn  vrcs  spotty. 

Other  S'ruits  and  Vegetcbles:     The  recent  steady  increase  in  areas  v.-ith 
"lira  d  eh  uat  e  ""aT'pTi'ei  o?~aTT~dr  ied  foods  v/t.s  checl^ed  during  the  past 
month.     Pruaies  vrere  available  ■  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  dom.ands 
in  two-fifths  of  reportinr'  ai'eas,  dou.ble  the  ■November  figure.  Raisins 
and  dr;-;  bean.-  wore  in  o'^erall  short  supply  despite  the  slirht 
irr,-: '.r c"/'" . ~/rot  reristercd  dur'i  ir  -November.    Fres-i  oranm'es  continued  in 
plei^tiful  supply  ever;"".7her  e,  ^.vith  a  decrease  since  early  lioveiaber  in 
trie  ■:iji;:bsr  of  areas  r'' porting  a  surplus.     The  samie  was  true  of  Irish 
potatoes.     Cabl)age,  a  he^/  item  in  tbis  survey,  vms  in  adcqurte  supply 
".vith  a  few  areas  r eport iiu-  surpluses, 

I.aU;TS,  I'ATS,  iilTp  OTEi^E  ITLlS 

Keats:     :'ecf  v;e r>  rcfo-tec  less  plentiful  in  early  1^60 ember  than  in  the 
"prcvTovis  tvYo  months,    yit  su  plies  'vere  still  adequate  to  mieet  un- 
rationed  demiand  in  a^out  •trvo-thirds  of  all  areas.     The  decrease  ivas 
greater  for  steaks  and  roasts  than  for  hc.mburger.     ^cal  was  in  generally 
good  supply  but  a  slighb  increase  in  the  proportion  of  shortage  areas 
was  regi'stered  during  the  past  mionths.    Supplies  of  lamib  continued 
adequate  in  ^6  percent  of  reporting  areas,  a  sliglitly  si^aller  percentage 
than  in  the  preceding  two  vaonths,     ^he  recent  seasonal  ups^^ing  in  hog 
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slau'3.hter  r-3sulted  in  a  s-iarp  increase  in  the  proportion  of  arsas 
reixjrtitng  adsquate  supplies  of  frssh  pork  cuts,    i^lthour;h  practically 
none  of  the  areas  reported  adequate  supplies  of  any  fresh  pork  item ' 
during  the  period  fron  February  to  Joveniber,  the  proportion  of  areas 
now  reporting  th^jse  items  as  adequate  varies  from  20  percent  for  fresh 
loin  to  2h  percent  for  fresh  hams  cUid  shoulder.     Salted  fat  cuts/ 
included  in  this  survey  for  the  first  time,  were  at  about  the  soi.ie 
supply  level  as  fresh  pork  items.    Cured  ham  and  shoulder  and  bacon, 
continued  scarce  in  most  areas  despite  a  slight  Lnprovement  dai'in^ 
the  past  month.    Cold  cuts,  such  as  bologna  and  salaini,  r;^re  sli^.htly 
loss  plentiful  than  recently  but  still  in  generally  ^ood  supply, 
otock.s  of  canned  nieats  were  adequate  to  meet  denaiid  in  one-third  of 
all  areas,  a  sharp  increase  over  TJovember  and  tiie  higiiest  fi.'pare 
registered  diirinf  19U>. 

Fish:    Fresh  and  fro':en  fish  were  ro ported^  as  ad;3quate  in  almost  tvfo- 
thirds  of  all  areas,  tlte  hifdiest  proportion  reported  since  this  item 
was  included  in  this  survey  in  February  19US*    Three  i.iajor  types  of  canned 
fish — saLr.on,  tuna,  and  sardines — vrero  reported  in  slightly  better  supply 
than  in  recent  -months,  .l~ut  continued  scarce  in  most  araas  in  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

Dairy  Products;    The  current  scarcity  of  butter,  ca\ised  by  seasonally 
lo\i  production  of  milk  and  by  an  abr. v-e-nornal  use  of  fluid  milk  and 
crear.i,  is  reflected  in  a   larked  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  areas  ivith 
adequate  supplies  of  butter.    This  proportion  stood  at  29  percent  in 
early  December  as  compared  rri.th  60  percent  a  month  before.  Cheeses 
were  also  in  shorter  supply,  vrith  only  29  ^)ercont  of  the  areas  able 
to  meet  all  demands  as  coiipared  v/ith  36  to       percent  in  early  "novo 'iber. 
Supplies  of  evaporated  milk  continu-sd  ."ienGrally  adequate. 

Fats  and  Oils:    The  unsatisfied  deinand  for  butter  apparently  contriD- 
uted  to  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  margarine,  and  a  shift  of  10 
percentage  points  froiu  the  "adequate"  colu'in  to  the  "scarce"  occurred 
during  November,    Ko'.vever,  supplies  werj:  still  adequate  in  two-thirds 
of  all  areas.    Lard  -vas  available  in  ajaomta  suxficienb  to  meet  demand 
in  16  percent  of  tire  areas  as  a^jainst  11  percent  in  early  Kova.iber, 
but  shortening  and  salad  oils  contirraod  scarce  in  almost  all  areas. 
Supplies  of  soaps  otner  tiian  toilnt  continu.Gd  bi>^nt  over;/7/jV3re , 

Otlier  Items:    The  shortage  of  su'-ar,  in  relation  to  rationed  demand, 
appeai-ed  to  be  less  severe  in  early  Decei'iiber,  but  the  hard-hit  North- 
east still  reported  a  general  scarcity.    In  all  other  regions  at 
least  four-fifths  of  the  areas  vvere  in  good  supply  and  scattered  sur- 
pluses \iere  reported,  chiefly  in  the  South  arid  Southwest,    This  may  be 
explained  largely  cy  the  api^roach  of  the  end  of  the  ration  period  and 
the  fact  that  demand  is  lir.iited  because  m'-^st  of  th.e  household  ration 
stajnps  already  have  boon  used,    lyationally,  77  percent  of  the  areas 
reported  an  adequate  or  surplus  supply,  as  compared  v/ith  62  percent  in 
early  November  and  Up  percent  the  pro-vj.ous  month.    There  ma:  bo  some 
temporary  scarcities  in  sections  now  reporting  generally  adequate 
supplies  .;hen  tlie  nevf  sugar  ration  coupon  becom.es  valid  on  January  1. 
In  the  Northeast,  the  situation  probably  --dll  /rorsen  in  January  since 
demand  v/ill  increase  sharply  probably  -/...thout  a  correS;jonding  .'jicrease 
in  supplies. 
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Demand  for  ez'cP  continued  strong  in  ralation  to  available  su^.plies, 
and  sli^jhtly  over  one-hali  of  tna  areas  reported  supplies  as  scarce. 
Chicken  v^as  reported  in  ver:/  plentiful  supply,  v/ith  11  percent  of  the 
areas  reporting  a  surplus.    Most  of  these  surplus  reports  were  from  the 
Northeast,    Rice  supplies  more  nearly  equaled  demand  tlian  at  any  tLT.e 
since  June.    Hov;ever,  the  rice  situation  is  still  very  tignt  and  much 
worse  than  a  year  af^o  ""i^hen  7U  percent  of  the  areas  reported  rice  as 
adequate.     This  DecOi.:ber  onl;.;-  Ul  percent  of  the  areas  reported  adequate 
supplies  of  rice. 

PART  ll  —  :!ATIOnAL  A;iD  RSGiONjiL  qITUaTIOII  BY  GQ!.I:.10DITIES 

1.    FOODS  TniiT  AR5  Gi^I-TS.iiiLLY  SCA_aCE  (a)  —  reported  scarce  by  at  least 
one-third  of  the  areas  in  all  five  regions,    rational  figures  are 
based  on  the  actual  number  of  areas  reporting',  and  are  not  averar-es 
of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  5jcarce  Supplies 


U.S.  Total 

rIE. 

c 

y-)  • 

S_[. 

1' 

Fruits  d  Vegetables 

Canned  fruit  cocktail 

80 

33 

82 

89' 

7k 

6k 

Canned  peaches 

69 

93 

56 

79 

80 

k& 

Canned  pears 

9k 

100 

97 

100 

.  97 

,76 

Canned  pineapple 

99 

100 

100 

100 

97 

9k 

Canned  pineapple  juice 

99 

100 

100 

100 

100 

97 

Canned  tomatoes 

67 

90 

6k 

71 

70 

Frozen  apricots 

63 

73 

Sk 

77 

66 

U7 

\  Frozen  peaches 

65 

37 

5U 

77 

76 

ko 

Frozen  strav/berries 

79 

90 

73 

81 

69 

73 

Frozen  beans,  "lima 

72 

73 

72 

Qk 

72 

53 

Dried  prunes 

61 

63 

50 

62 

62 

63 

Raisins 

72 

73 

65 

79 

79 

69 

Dried  beans 

79 

83 

72 

96 

oo 

75 

.rT  Products 


.^^J        ^   ^w..,        ^^^^   ,                  ^  — 

Pork:  loin  chops  6c  roasts 

76 

90 

68 

7U 

■  79 

75 

Han  S:  shoulder,  fresh- 

80 

90 

71 

81 

85 

81 

Ham  Fji  shoulder,  cured 

92. 

93 

89 

92 

100 

88 

Salted  fat  cuts 

78 

87 

61 

79 

91 

8U 

Bacon 

96 

100 

93 

98 

100 

9k 

Carjied  meats 

68 

57 

52 

89 

82 

59 

Canned  saLmon 

96 

100 

95 

100 

97 

85 

Canned  tuna 

91 

•    ■  9k 

90 

92 

97 

85 

Canned  atirdines 

91 

91 

9k 

83 

97 

85 

Butter 

71 

97 

50 

68 

79 

79 

Cheese 

71 

80 

77 

55 

79 

6k 

Lard 

Qk 

73 

82 

92 

88 

32 

Shortening 

97 

93  ' 

98 

98 

100 

9k 

Salad  oils 

96 

93 

98 

9k 

100 

9k 

Soap:  bar  laundry- 

99 

93 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Flakes  &  granules 

98 

100 

100 

96 

100 

9k 

Vtash.ing  pov/der 

97 

100 

100 

92 

97 

97 

Miscellaneous 
Rice 


59 


67 


62 


55    '  62 


52 


FOODS  iJ-T  ARE  CEV.LRiiLLY  i'JDEOJJ..' .TS  (B)  —  ropor-'qed  in  adequate  or 

surplus  supply  by  raoi  e  than  tivo-'oMros  oi'  the  areas  in    11  five 

rericns,     ?orcsnt'.M^-f.a  starrer  ir;olude  -10  rtcrotfri-o  o'r  '>:;crc  "s'.ii' lolus" 

re.pQrts>  -b-ho^e  dciTc le-starrod  i':c'iudc  25  peroe:ip  .or  ;;ore,  National 

ficures  are  bacca  on  the  acttial  nin'.rer  ol'  aic-.:.3  re''port inf';,  '.nd 

are  not  averares  of  the  r'-rior  1.  porcontercs^  •   :  l 
.    .    •   •      -    ■    .    .    ■  ■ 

Peroont  f:epcrtlnr  A'ioqurte  or  Surplus  Svipolios 


U.S.  Total 


S. 


Iruits  -'^  Veretr.bles 


."'rr.pizf r\',-it-  Juice" 

87 

87* 

92 

100 

76 

Tranfre  Juice 

C5 

81 

,87  . 

91 

100 

Oranfe  k  Grapefruit  Bloncod 

"Juice 

72 

80 

100 

87 

Crnned  Peas 

01 

03 

luO 

33  • 

Toru;:.to  Juice 

C.9  .  . 

-  •  S3  • 

■   -89  ■ 

86 

Qraiif^s  ,  Fr-5  3-h  '   '  "  ' 

95 

97 

98 

96 

80 

100 

Potatoes,  Ir"jsh 

99* 

96 

100** 

100 

•77* 

100 

Cabbage 

.99  ■  • 

-   lOG  • 

■  100' 

'  -97' 

'  100 

100 

Meats,  J-'ish,  lets      Oils,  c.  Jairy  iVo' 
Evaporated  Hill     T" ^    ■      "f  ~  -.90 
O-iickon  •    • 91* 


•93*  ■ 

93** 


■  95* 

100 


61 
65 


G5 
S5 


88* 


3. 


FOODS  TJ:aT  aHE  ILmUiXED  ( j). -t-  1- o^>ft cr>  a?l oti uatb  or*  surplus  iji 
r;ore  thfin- tT/o-tliirds  oi   \:^m  areas  in  one  tc  four  rcf^ions,  scarce 
in  other  ref;ions.    ilatior'al  figures  are  basec^  on  the  actual  nur.ibcr 
of  areas  reportin;^^-,  jnd  are  ,nQt  .avci;a«-;ss  of  "tl^.c 'rof  1  final  percbntages , 


P'irccnt  r.eportin"  -i-cl oqi.r.t e  or  -^i.i.rplus  Supplies 


U.S-i  Total 


S 


s,:7, 


Fruits  b  Verce tables 


.  Ca  ".ned  beans , '  f-recn  7;  virxy: 
Canned  corn 
Frozen  beans,  snap 
>"r.oz;.en  o-or-i:/  c"ut 
Frozen  peas 
Frozen  spinach 


8i^ 

77 

C9 

■.96 

'89 

a, 

77 

77  . 

92 

72. 

60 

76 

.60  .  . 

•  -52  ■ 

■  73 
60 

•i-'9 

.  37 

63 

51 

50 

33 

i.;.5 

63 

58 

53 

68 

iiii  . 

59 

70 

^7-  - 

.      76-  • 

. 

lo 

•5I. 

■  hi 

SO 

Heats ,  etc • 


"'cef,  Stealrs 

,  6!'  ..  . 

■  50- 

•    70  " 

77 

97 

,  '^QQf ,  Roasts  •       ■  ■ 

65 

33 

73 

111 

77 

97 

Beef,  Uarrburger 

Veal,  Stea?::,  Chops  <.•:  -^ioacts 

76 

60 

77 

6h 

83 

100 

70 

■7  '~> 

71 

60 

9i! 

81^ 

LaiTib,  Steal:,  Chops  &  Roasts 

56 

23 

6h 

h9 

69 

66 

Cold  Cuts,  Bologna,  etc. 

7k 

67 

89 

80 

5U 

69 

Fish,  *  resh  "  ■t'rozen 

52 

77 

72 

h3 

57 

iO.r/rarine 

67 

79 

70 

70 

71 

39 

I'iocellaneous 

Surar 

77 

10 

39 

87* 

79 

97 

Eg(;s ,  shell ' 

hi 

•30 

71 

36 

38 

h3 

-5- 


ml 

M 

n 


o 

O  1 


w 

0 

CO 

. — - 

0 

• 

X! 

X3 

-P 

0 

o 

0 

a 

f-i 

Cd 

a 

o. 

cd 

x> 

a 

CO 

II 

u 

0 

- — . 

-p 

-p 

0 

0 

-P 

• 

Cd 

0 

a" 

0 

ns 

o 

r-H 

1 — 1 

Cd 

II 

0 

0 

K) 

11 

rH 

ft 

CO 

II 

0 

o 

o 

in 

6 

0 

o 

cd 

rH 

o 

.H 

W 

Cd 

fH 

II 

0 

< 

0 

li 

CO 

o  -s; 

iH 

H 

o 

CO 

M 
M 

cC 

■P 

0 

CO 

CO 

•H 

u 

0 

■H 

X! 

-P 

o 

o 

t3 

xi 

0 

CO 

-P 

cd 

CO 

o 

ft 

■H 

O 

•H 

bfl 

CO 

o 

CO 

-p 

0 

0 

:3 

<H 

0 

0 

cd 

CO 

d 

0 

■H 

0 

-P 

•H 

cd 

O 

0 

f^ 

Cd 

O 

O 

CO 

1 

!h 

0 

-p 

-P 

<^ 

CO 

I 

f-t  I 

CO  CO  d 
0  o  • 

o  ^  -p  c/3 


cd  CO  CO 

rH    -p.  O 


'-P  o  o 

^  s 


'  CO 
cd  XI 
o  ^ 


I  I  "  • 

H  3  0  CO 

H  CO  0  -H 

2^  ^  ^  5s 
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